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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



1. Claim 26 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate of claim 25. 
When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim 
to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP 

§ 706.03(k). 

2. The following sections of 37 CFR § 1 .75(a) and (d)(1) are the basis of the following 
objection: 

(a) The specification must conclude with a claim particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention or discovery. 

(d)(1) The claim or claims must conform to the invention as set forth in 
the remainder of the specification and the terms and phrases used in the 
claims must find clear support or antecedent basis in the description so 
that the meaning of the terms in the claims may be ascertainable by 
reference to the description. 

3. Claims 15-22 are objected to under 37 CFR §1.75(a) and (d)(1) as failing to particularly 
point out and distinctly claim the subject matter that the applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 15, there is no antecedent basis for "the high range" and "the low 
range." Correction is required. For examination purposes, "the high range" and "the low range" 
are considered to denote the single "range." 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this 
country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-20, 22-24, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 5,854,859 by Sobol. 

Regarding claim 1, Sobol discloses a method of processing color image data, comprising: 

(a) examining the color components of a pixel in the image (column 2, lines 14-25: pixels 
are examined to determine whether they are of higher intensity or lower intensity; Sobol 5 s 
method is applicable on pixels with color components (column 4, lines 30-37)); 

(b) selectively applying a matrix to the color components of the pixel to create an output 
color component only when the pixel is not in a dark area of the image (column 2, lines 14-25: 
pixels with low intensity are not filtered with the Laplacian matrix (see column 2, lines 56-68)). 

Regarding claim 2, Sobol 5 s method is repeated for each pixel in the image (i.e. the entire 
image is filtered). 

Regarding claim 3, Sobol discloses blending the transition between pixels in the image 
that are in a dark area and pixels in the image that are not in a dark area (figure 1C: pixels with 
high values are strongly filtered; pixels with low values are not/weakly filtered; and pixels in the 
mid-range are filtered by a mid-range filter, so that the transition from strong to weak filtering is 
blended). 
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Regarding claim 4, Sobol discloses a method of processing color image data contained in 
an array of pixels, comprising: 

selecting at least one threshold (column 4, lines 24-30: a threshold of 60 is selected); 

(a) reading the color components of a pixel (column 2, lines 14-25: pixels are examined 
to determine their relationship to the threhsold; Sobol' s method is applicable on pixels with color 
components (column 4, lines 30-37));; 

(b) transforming the color components of the pixel with a matrix when any of the color 
components of the pixel are greater than the threshold and otherwise preserving the pixel 
(column 4, lines 24-30: pixels below the threshold of 60 are not filtered). 

Regarding claim 5, Sobol's method is repeated for essentially each pixel in the array (i.e. 
the entire image is filtered). 

Regarding claim 6, Sobol discloses a method of processing color image data contained in 
an array of pixels, comprising: 

(a) defining at least one threshold (column 3, lines 45-53: a threshold of 10 is selected); 

(b) defining a first and a second matrix (column 3, lines 45-53: two matrices with 
different K values of 8 and 4 are defined according to the Laplacian equation at column 2, lines 
66-67); 

(c) reading at least 3 color components for the pixel (column 4, lines 31-37: R, G, and B 
color components are read for each pixel); 
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(d) applying the first matrix to the color components of the pixel to create an output color 
component when any of the color components are greater than the threshold (column 3, lines 45- 
55: a first matrix with K=4 is applied when the color component values are above the threshold 
of 10), and; 

(e) otherwise applying the second matrix to the color components of the pixel to create 
the output color component (column 3, lines 45-55: a second matrix with K~8 is applied when 
the color component is not greater than 10). 

Regarding claim 7, Sobol's method is repeated for each pixel in the image (i.e. the entire 
image is filtered). 

Regarding claim 8, Sobol teaches repeating the method to create a new output color 
component for each of the color components in the color image (column 4, lines 31-37: method 
is carried out for each of the color components). 

Regarding claim 9, Sobol discloses a different threshold is used to create each output 
color component in the color image (column 3, lines 45-55 and column 4, lines 13-30: Sobol 
teaches that the thresholds for the color components can be different from 10 and can take on any 
of a number of other values: 20, 30, 40, 60, 80, etc.). 

Regarding claim 10, Sobol discloses there are different matrices for creating each output 
color component in the color image (column 2, lines 55-67: the K parameter can be assigned to 
any desired value to generate any of numerous different matrices). 

Reagrding claim 11, Sobol teaches the threshold is approximately 10 eight bit counts 
(column 3, lines 45-55: the threshold is 10). 
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Regarding claim 12, Sobol teaches the threshold is approximately 6 eight bit counts 
(column 3, lines 45-55: the threshold is 10, which is substantially close to 6). 

Regarding claim 13, Sobol discloses a scanner (figure 2), comprising: 
a photo-sensor array for converting an image into an electrical signal (200, figure 2); 
an A-to-D converter to convert the electrical signal into raw digital data (204, figure 2); 
a matrix for transforming the raw digital data into corrected digital data (column 2, lines 

55-67); 

the scanner configured to output the corrected digital data only when the raw digital data 
is greater than a pre-selected value (column 2, lines 17-19: pixels with low intensity receive no 
filtering; pixels with high intensity receive filtering). 

Regarding claim 14, Sobol discloses a method of processing color image data contained 
in an array of pixels, comprising: 

defining a first threshold (30) and a second threshold (10), where the first threshold is 
larger than the second threshold (see column 3, lines 45-55); 

defining a first and a second matrix (column 3, lines 45-55: first matrix is a Laplacian 
with K=l; second matrix is a Laplacian with K=8); 

(a) reading the color components of a pixel (column 4, lines 31-37: R, G, and B color 
components are read for each pixel); 
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(b) applying the first matrix to the color components of the pixel when any color 
component is greater than the first threshold (column 3, lines 45-55: first matrix (K=l) is applied 
when color component is above the first threshold of 30); 

(c) applying the second matrix to the color components of the pixel when all the color 
components of the pixel are less than the second threshold (column 3, lines 45-55: second matrix 
(K=8) is applied when color component is below the second threshold of 10), and; 

(d) otherwise applying an interpolation between the first and second matrix to the color 
components of the pixel (figure 1C: pixels with high values are strongly filtered; pixels with low 
values are not/weakly filtered; and pixels in the mid-range are filtered by a mid-range filter, so 
that the transition from strong to weak filtering is blended, or interpolated); 

repeating steps (a) through (d) for each pixel in the array (i.e. for Sobol's system, the 
entire image is filtered). 

Regarding claim 15, Sobol discloses a method of processing data contained in an array of 
pixels, comprising: 

defining a threshold (column 3, lines 45-55: a threshold of 20); 

defining a range around the threshold, the range having a top end and a bottom end 
(column 3, lines 45-55: top end of 30; a bottom end of 10); 

defining a matrix (column 2, lines 55-67: Laplacian matrix is defined); 

(a) reading the color components of a pixel (column 4, lines 31-37: R, G, and B color 
components are read for each pixel); 



Application/Control Number: 09/91 1,954 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2623 

(b) applying the matrix to the color components of the pixel when any of the color 
components are above the top of the high end (column 3, lines 45-55: when the color component 
is above 30, then the Laplcian with K=l is applied); 

(c) modifying the color components of the pixel by interpolation when all of the color 
components are below the top end of the high range and at least one color component is above 
the bottom end of the low range (figure 1C: pixels with high values are strongly filtered; pixels 
with low values are not/weakly filtered; and pixels in the mid-range are filtered by a mid-range 
filter, so that the transition from strong to weak filtering is blended, or interpolated, when at least 
one color component is above the bottom end of the range) and; 

otherwise preserving the pixel (i.e. color components below the bottom end of the range 
are subjected to no filtering (or very weak filtering), so that they are substantially preserved). 

Regarding claim 16, Sobol discloses repeating the steps (a) through (c) for each pixel 
value in the array (i.e. the entire image is filtered). 

Regarding claim 17, Sobol discloses steps (a) through (c) are repeated to create a new 
output color component for each of the color component in the color image (column 4, lines 31- 
37: method is carried out for each of the color components). 

Regarding claim 18, Sobol discloses a different threshold is used to create each output 
color component in the color image (column 3, lines 45-55 and column 4, lines 13-30: Sobol 
teaches that the thresholds for the color components can be different from 30 and can take on any 
of a number of other values: 20, 40, 60, etc.). 
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Regarding claim 19, Sobol discloses there are different matrices for creating each output 
color component in the color image (column 2, lines 55-67: the K parameter can be assigned to 
any desired value to generate any of numerous different matrices). 

Reagrding claim 20, Sobol teaches the threshold is approximately 10 eight bit counts 
(column 3, lines 45-55: the threshold is 10). 

Regarding claim 22, Sobol teaches the threshold is approximately 6 eight bit counts 
(column 3, lines 45-55: the threshold is 10, which is substantially close to 6). 

Regarding claim 23, Sobol discloses a scanner (figure 2), comprising: 

a photo sensor array for converting an image into an electrical signal (200, figure 2); 

an A to D converter to convert the electrical signal into raw digital data (204, figure 2); 

a first matrix and a second matrix, both matrixes for transforming the raw digital data into 
corrected digital data (column 3, lines 45-55: first matrix is Laplacian of K=l; second matrix is 
Laplacian of K— 2); 

the scanner configured to create the corrected digital data by selecting between the first 
and second matrix as a function of the raw digital data value (column 3, lines 45-55: the first 
matrix and second matrix are selectively applied based on the value of the image data). 

Regarding claim 24, Sobol discloses a computer readable medium (processor 208, figure 
2 processes instructions) containing a program for adjusting the color data in an image, 
comprising: 

a matrix (column 2, lines 55-67: Laplacian matrix); 
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the program configured to modify the data from a color component of the color image 
using the matrix only when the data from the color component is above a predetermined value 
(column 2, lines 17-20: filtering is only applied when the pixel value is sufficiently high; SoboPs 
method is applicable on pixels with color components (column 4, lines 30-37)). 

Regarding claim 27, Sobol discloses a method of processing color image data contained 
in an array of pixels, comprising: 

(a) defining at least three thresholds (column 3, lines 45-55: threshold of 10 is set; 
column 4, lines 31-37: each color components is processed separately, so a threshold of 10 exists 
for each of the three color components); 

(b) defining a first and a second matrix (column 3, lines 45-55: a Laplacian matrix with 
K=4 is a first matrix, and a Laplacian matrix with K=8 is a second matrix); 

(c) reading at least 3 color component for a pixel (column 4, lines 31-37: R, G, and B 
color components are read for each pixel); 

(d) applying the first matrix to the color components of the pixel to create an output color 
component when the first color component is larger than the first threshold or the second color 
component is larger than the second threshold or the third color component is larger than the 
third threshold (column 3, lines 45-55: if the first color component is greater than 10, then the 
first matrix (K=4) is applied to the color component; the same process is carried out for the 
second and third color components), and; 

(e) otherwise applying the second matrix to the color components of the pixel to create 
the output color component (column 3, lines 45-55: if the first color component is less than 10, 
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then the second matrix (K=8) is applied to the color component; the same process is carried out 
for the second and third color components); 

(f) repeating steps (c) through (e) for each pixel in the array (i.e. the entire image is 
filtered). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sobol 
Sobol discloses substantially the claimed invention as discussed above for claim 15. 
Sobol does not disclose expressly the range is approximately 2 eight bit counts. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to utilize a range of 2 eight bit counts. Applicant has not disclosed that this feature 
provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose or solves a stated problem. One of 
ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform 
equally well with the range disclosed by Sobol because both ranges perform the same function of 
designating intensity regions where different filtering is performed. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art to modify Sobol to obtain the invention as 
specified in claim 21. 
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8. Claims 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sobol 
in view of U.S. Patent 5,214,470 by Denber. 

Regarding claims 25 and 26, Sobol discloses a camera (figure 2), comprising: 

a photo sensor (200, figure 2); 

a matrix for mapping image data (column 2, lines 55-67: Laplacian matrix); 

a processor configured to map image data only when the image data exceeds a 
predetermined value (208, figure 2 and column 2, lines 17-20: filtering is only applied when the 
pixel value is sufficiently high). 

Sobol does not expressly disclose the camera comprises a lens system that forms an 
image on the photo sensor. 

Denber discloses a lens (20, figure 1) for forming images on a photsensor (22, figure 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Sobol by Denber to include a lens, since a lens allows light to be focused onto 
photosensor, thereby allowing an electronic image to be captured. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,822,467 by Lopez et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Colin M. LaRose whose telephone number is (703) 306-3489. If . 
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attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Amelia 
Au, can be reached on (703) 308-6604. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the TC 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number is (703) 
306-0377. 
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